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Student notes

3.15.11
Paul’s prison epistles (He was imprisoned for 2 years in Rome):


Ephesians


Philippians


Colossians  


Philemon

Facts on Ephesians

Author


Pauline authorship is well attested. Internal evidence is ________________, however the church fathers also attest to this fact. 

Readers


The earliest manuscripts omit the words “___ _____________”. There is debate on whether this letter was specifically written to the Ephesians or rather a general ________________ letter that was passed around to many churches. Although it is ________________ that it was a general letter that ended up in Ephesus, we will treat the letter as being directly addressed to the church at Ephesus because this is the way that it was entered into the ______________. 

Date


Paul wrote Ephesians around A.D. ____ while in prison.  

Historical setting


Paul visited Ephesus during his ______________ missionary journey. During his third journey he spent _____________ years there.  

Purpose


Paul teaches of the ______________ that is consistent with the believer’s _______________ in Christ. 

Theme

Christian ________________ (4:1). 

Outline


Our position in Christ (1-3)


Our walk in the world (4-6)


Our stand against the devil (6)
Our Position in Christ (1-3)

Greeting
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, 

To the saints who are in Ephesus, and are faithful in Christ Jesus: 

2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Spiritual Blessings in Christ
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him.

· Chose or elect= “______________”

· “ek”= out or out of

· “lego”= I say or I speak or I call

· “eklego”= I call out or I pick out

· It is always in the ________________ voice

· This means that God is doing the choosing for ________________.

· This is a theology that is meant to ____________ believers, not a doctrine that is to be _____________________ in the streets to the unbelievers. 

· Some say this isn’t fair. 

· We need to remember that the doctrine of election is ________ inconsistent with the fact that God is always ____________, _________________, and __________. 

· What is the purpose of this election?

· Verse 4- to be ___________ and ___________________ before Him. 

· Do we need to think about and worry about whether a loved one is elect or not?

In love 5 he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.

· Now we get the word “predestined.”

· Predestined= “_________________”

· “praorizo”= to mark out boundaries beforehand

· What do we know about this predestination?

· Done in ____________
· According to God’s good ________________
· Ultimately _________________ God

· The common misconception about predestination is that it’s about ______… it’s not; it’s about __________ and _________ glory. 

· You can see how “adoption” is like this.

7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9 making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 

· Redemption= “_______________”

· “apolutrosis”= the release from a state of bondage through the payment of a ransom price. 

· This was a term that would be used when one would buy a slave from the market place and then set them free.

· Redemption comes through Jesus’ blood.

· His blood forgives our trespasses according to the riches of his grace.

In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12 so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 

· Inheritance is ________________ verb. 

· It has been done _____ us. 

· “who works all things according to the counsel of his will”

· Does this really include “all things” or just the really important things?
· How does “foreknowledge” fit into this discussion?
Acts 2:23

23 this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 

1 Peter 1:2

2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood: 

May grace and peace be multiplied to you. 

Romans 8:29

29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.

Romans 11:2

2 God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew.

Thanksgiving and Prayer
15 For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might 20 that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

· Why don’t we pray like this?

2 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 

· What does this reveal about our “pre Christ” state?
· Spiritually ____________ in sin
· Directed by the world of ______________
· _________________ by fleshly lusts

· Can a dead person help himself/herself?
· Because we can’t help ourselves, this is what God did.

4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,

· The two most important words…. BUT GOD!

· We can’t do it, BUT GOD can and DID!

· Paul makes up his own word here.

· Made us alive together with= “________________”

· This is a combination of three words

· With

· Life

· Make

· “By Grace you have been saved”

· Grace= “______________”

· “Charis”= an undeserved gift

· The crux of the section is verse 6

· “and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.”
· This is our position
· We are ______________… the __________ is done!
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

· We are saved by grace, through our faith.
· If we are saved through faith, then doesn’t that mean we do something for the grace?
· Read the next sentence.
· “And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.”
· What part do good works have in God’s plan for salvation?
· Good works ___________ save.
· They are a result of our ______________, not the _____________ for our salvation.
· God prepares the opportunities for us to share in.
· The ticket to heaven
Our Walk in the World (4-6)

· Paul uses the verb “walk” ___________ times in this section.

· His main teaching is to walk in a way that is consistent with one’s standing in Christ. 

· 4 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 

· Paul encourages believers to be in unity in the manner in which they walk. 
· Along with this unity, there is also ________________. 
· Just like in Romans 12 and 1 Corinthians 12
· Paul tells us that God has given different people different gifts. 
· 11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 

·  Apostles= ___________ ones
· Prophets= God’s ___________________
· Evangelists= ____________________ of the good news
· Shepherds= _________________
· Teachers= __________________
· What is the purpose for these offices?
· 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love. 

· What does this mean for the church?
· What is the churches purpose?
· What is this schools purpose?
· They are not supposed to do all the work!!!!
17 Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds. 

· Paul says, we are _______ to be like the world!
· We are to be different.
· We are to look different.
· Put _________ the old self
· Put _______ the new self
· Paul gets specific
· Put away _________________
· Speak the truth
· Be __________ and do _______ sin
· Think when you’re mad
· Don’t ____________
· Work for what you need
· Watch your ________________
· Use your speech for good
· Don’t ______________ the Holy Spirit
· Follow the Spirit’s leading and prompting
· The opposite of following is sin
· Avoid _________________
· Forgive each other
· How can we do this?
· 5 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.

· Christ has shown us exactly how to live.
· 3 But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be named among you, as is proper among saints. 4 Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let there be thanksgiving. 

·   How are we doing on this one?
· This is the ____________________ of our culture’s humor.
· Wives and husbands
· This is included in the section on our walk in the world.
22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands. 

25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. 28 In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, 30 because we are members of his body. 31 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church. 33 However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband. 

· Don’t _____________ this verse…. 21 submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ. 

· Don’t be _____________ by the _________________ chapter division. 
· Submission
· Wives to _______________ (verses 22-33)
· Children to _________________ (verses 6:1-4)
· Slaves to _________________ (verses 6:5-9)
· Wives should ____________ get upset over this.
· Wives are to submit just like the church submits to _______________.
· Husbands should not be ________________ about this.
· Husbands are to _______________ for their wives like Christ sacrificed for the church. 
· Why do so many women get mad at this?
· Why do so many men take advantage of this?
Our Stand Against the Devil (6)
The Whole Armor of God
10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. 14 Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. 16 In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; 17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, 18 praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints, 19 and also for me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to speak. 

· There truly is an enemy.

· We need to _________________ against this enemy.

· This is a ____________________ fight, not a __________________ fight.

· Is this a basis to fear?

· Paul was very familiar with the armor of a Roman soldier. 

· He was in the ________________ of Roman soldiers when he wrote this.

· He uses this imagery of this armor to explain the spiritual armor we need to wear.

· The belt of ______________

· One with a belt on was one on active duty.

· This is how one would “gird their loins”.

· Probably refers to the Word of God.

· The Breastplate of ______________________

· Probably refers to imputed righteousness.

· See who you really are and live accordingly.

· The _____________ of readiness

· Roman soldiers had thick leather sandals with cleat-like medal pieces attached to the bottom. 

· This was for the purpose of standing during battle, if they fell, they were probably going to be killed.

· This speaks of the readiness to speak the good news to the world. 

· The shield of ________________

· Two kinds of shields 

· Archery shields (Round)

· Full body shields (Rectangle)

· This refers to the shield that is faith.

· The helmet of ___________________

· Romans had helmets before anyone else did.

· This helmet was meant to deflect a blow to the back of the head.

· This refers to the helmet that is your salvation.

· The Sword of the __________________

· The only offensive weapon mentioned.

· This is the word of God.

· The “Utterance of God”.

· ___________________ ______________ is necessary for spiritual warfare. 
� The Holy Bible : English standard version. 2001 (Eph 1:1–4). Wheaton: Standard Bible Society.


� The Holy Bible : English standard version. 2001 (Eph 1:4–6). Wheaton: Standard Bible Society.


� The Holy Bible : English standard version. 2001 (Eph 1:7–10E). Wheaton: Standard Bible Society.


� The Holy Bible : English standard version. 2001 (Eph 1:11–12). Wheaton: Standard Bible Society.


� The Holy Bible : English standard version. 2001 (Ac 2:23). Wheaton: Standard Bible Society.


� The Holy Bible : English standard version. 2001 (1 Pe 1:2). Wheaton: Standard Bible Society.


� The Holy Bible : English standard version. 2001 (Ro 8:29). Wheaton: Standard Bible Society.


� The Holy Bible : English standard version. 2001 (Ro 11:2). Wheaton: Standard Bible Society.


� The Holy Bible : English standard version. 2001 (Eph 1:15–23). Wheaton: Standard Bible Society.


� The Holy Bible : English standard version. 2001 (Eph 2:1–3). Wheaton: Standard Bible Society.


� The Holy Bible : English standard version. 2001 (Eph 2:4–6). Wheaton: Standard Bible Society.


� The Holy Bible : English standard version. 2001 (Eph 2:8–10E). Wheaton: Standard Bible Society.


� The Holy Bible : English standard version. 2001 (Eph 4:1). Wheaton: Standard Bible Society.


� The Holy Bible : English standard version. 2001 (Eph 4:11). Wheaton: Standard Bible Society.


� The Holy Bible : English standard version. 2001 (Eph 4:12–16). Wheaton: Standard Bible Society.


� The Holy Bible : English standard version. 2001 (Eph 4:17). Wheaton: Standard Bible Society.


� The Holy Bible : English standard version. 2001 (Eph 5:1). Wheaton: Standard Bible Society.


� The Holy Bible : English standard version. 2001 (Eph 5:3–4). Wheaton: Standard Bible Society.


� The Holy Bible : English standard version. 2001 (Eph 5:22–33). Wheaton: Standard Bible Society.


� The Holy Bible : English standard version. 2001 (Eph 5:21). Wheaton: Standard Bible Society.


� The Holy Bible : English standard version. 2001 (Eph 6:10–20). Wheaton: Standard Bible Society.





