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Lecture 14: Philippians
Student notes

3.17.11
Paul’s prison epistles (He was imprisoned for 2 years in Rome):


Ephesians


Philippians


Colossians  


Philemon

Facts on Philippians
Author


Pauline authorship is __________________ held. Internal evidence is sufficient, however the church fathers also attest to this fact. 

Readers


Philippi was known as the “Gateway to Europe”. There was a major Roman ______________ that went directly through Philippi to get to Europe.  

Date


Paul wrote this letter to the Philippians ____________ in his imprisonment in A.D. ______. Paul refers in this letter to his release, which indicates that this is later then the letter to the Ephesians. 
Historical setting


Paul first visited Philippi during his ________________ missionary journey. The immediate context and reason for this letter is the return of ____________________, who was imprisoned with Paul in Rome. Paul wanted to send Epaphroditus back to Philippi with a letter commending him and teaching the people in Philippi.   

Philippi itself was a ______________ Colony. Although not a part of Rome _________________, this was a place that had the same _____________ and ______________ as Rome itself. 
Purpose


Paul wrote the letter to encourage ___________ and _____________ among the believers.  

Theme

___________________ in the LORD. 
Paul’s circumstances (1:12-30)

· “What has happened to me has served to advance the gospel”

· Paul is talking about his ____________________.

· The gospel has become known throughout all the _______________ guard.

· Those who have heard the gospel and believed were becoming ____________ in speaking the gospel. 

· Paul says that some are preaching out of ______________ motives.

· Some are preaching out of ___________ and _____________.

· Paul ___________ rejoices in the fact that the gospel is ________________, regardless of the motives of men. 

· Life and death for Paul

· “To live is Christ and to die is gain.”

· What does this mean?

· Do we hold this philosophy of life and death?

· Paul would rather die, but knows that he is better used alive to keep advancing the gospel. 

A call to unity (2)
· 2 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 

· “If” is in the _____________ class condition, which means that they are all assumed to be ___________. 

· You can even translate it “_____________”.

· Paul mentions humility in verse 3

· It seems as though these Philippians were thinking too ____________________ of themselves and were not looking out for the well being of others. 

· The Kenosis

· 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

· Paul uses ______________ humility as an example of _________ humility. 
· This illustration for the Philippians serves as one of our most _________________________ rich texts in all of Scripture. 
· “Morphe Theou” = ___________ of _________.
· Paul is making it clear that Christ in His preincarnate state was not just in the ___________ of _______, but was in fact ___________. 
· “Kenao” = To _____________ oneself
· Christ emptied Himself
· “He took on the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of man”

· The big question is: What did He empty Himself of?
· Did He lose some of His deity?
· Did He veil His glory?
· Did He lay aside the independent exercise of some of His attributes, some of the time?
· One of the keys to understanding this verse is what follows the “Kenosis”.
· “Taking the form of a servant”, “being born in the likeness of man”
· The main aspect of his emptying was his ______________ a __________. 
· Christ emptied Himself of those things that would _________ him _________ a ________.
· He was really a man… not __________________.
· Not only did He become a man, but he humbled Himself to _____________.
· Even death on a _____________. 
· 12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 

·  What does it mean to work out your own salvation?
· There are three aspects of our salvation:
· 1) __________________
· 2) __________________
· 3) __________________
· Paul here is talking about _____________________. 
· _______ ______ ___:_____ _______________!
· 14 Do all things without grumbling or questioning,

·  Just thought you might want to see this!
· Beware (3:1-11)
· 2 Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those who mutilate the flesh.

·  He is talking about the __________________. 
· Paul gives us his resume. 

· 4 though I myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 

·  Paul makes it very clear that whoever is going to try to gain righteousness from the Law is ___________________. 
· Paul has more of a ______________ than anyone to _________ about his accomplishments from the __________.
· But he counts it as ____________, because of Christ. 
· Follow Paul’s example (3:12-21)
· 12 Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13 Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let those of us who are mature think this way, and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal that also to you. 16 Only let us hold true to what we have attained. 

17 Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the example you have in us. 

· This goal that Paul is striving for is the goal of _______________ his _______________. 
· The prize is not _________________, but his ______________ in heaven.
Summary of the letter to the Ephesians
· Christ my ___________ 1:21
· Christ my _________________ 2:5
· Christ my _____________ 3:8,10
· Christ my _____________________ 4:13,19 
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