BI123 Spring ‘11 

Ryan Welsh


Lecture 15: Colossians & Philemon
Student notes

3.29.11
Paul’s prison epistles (He was imprisoned for 2 years in Rome):


Ephesians


Philippians


Colossians  


Philemon

Facts on Colossians & Philemon
Author


Paul wrote ______________ of these letters.  

Readers

Paul wrote Colossians to the people of _____________________, but also intended for the people of __________________ to read it (4:16). 

Philemon was a personal letter from Paul written to Philemon a man living in the city of Colossae. 
Date


Paul wrote this letter to the Colossians and his letter to Philemon late in his imprisonment in A.D. 62. Paul tells Philemon to __________________ a place for him, which indicates that his release is near. 
Historical setting


Paul _____________ visited Colossae, but because of its closeness to ___________________ we can assume that Paul’s disciples in Ephesus planted the church. It seems as though these believers had a __________________ view of Christ.  
Purpose

The truth of ______________ and His _______________.
Theme

The theme of Colossians is the ____________________ of Christ.

The theme of Philemon is ___________________________ through a mediator. 
The Colossian heresy


9 And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 

· There were those in the city that were claiming a _________________ knowledge of Christ that only a __________ had. 
· Paul prays that they will be filled with “______ ________________” or “full knowledge”. 
· You don’t need deeper knowledge just full knowledge.
· Paul’s prayer list for the Colossians:
· _____________ worthily
· _____________ God
· _____________ fruit
· ____________ in knowledge
· Gain ___________________ strength
· Grow in _____________________ 
Paul’s defense

· Paul’s defense is to present the _________________ Christ. 

· Paul gives them a correct ______________________.

· 15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 

21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach before him, 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister. 

· “Image of the invisible God”

· They would have understood this as a ____________ on a ___________. 

· Paul is saying, “In Jesus Christ, you have seen God.”

· “The firstborn of all creation”

· The firstborn was always the _____________.

· This isn’t a ________________ idea, but a ___________________ idea. 

· “For by him all things were created”

· Jesus actually created ____________________. 

· “The head of the church”

· He is the one in ____________________ over the church.

· “For in him the fullness of God was pleased to dwell.”

· Jesus was ______________ God!

· Jesus was _______ we needed to know who God was and is. 

· A lesson from Paul to preachers

· “Him we proclaim”

·  “Warning”
· “Teaching”
· “Present everyone”
· “Mature in Christ.”
· How does this line up with preaching we see today?
Christ is all… and all you need!

· 8 See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ.

·  We don’t need _________________
· We don’t need ________________
· All we need is ____________ and what He taught.
· Paul tells the Colossians to keep their _____________ on Christ and not what is going on in the world. 
· During this time when Rome would fight, there would be a man that would hold up a sign with the emperor or Caesar’s face on it and they were to stay focused on this instead of the battle. 
· Colossians 3:5 is the big ________________ point of Colossians
· 5 Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.

·  From the beginning to 3:4 it has been _______________, and now it is ______________. 
· He moves from ______________ to ________________.
· Put __________ your old way of living
· Put on the _____________________ attributes of God
· 12 Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 

·   Paul then parallels Ephesians 5
· Wives submit
· Husbands love 
· Children obey
· Fathers don’t provoke
· Slaves obey 
Philemon

· __________________ accompanied ____________________, the one bringing the letter to Colossae.

· Onesimus was a ________________ slave.

· What do you do with a runaway slave?

· That is why Paul writes.

· Paul is encouraging Philemon to deal _______________ with Onesimus.

· Paul sends him _____________. 

· Paul wants to make sure that Philemon deals with this runaway slave in a _________________ way. 

· Paul makes a request.
· Treat Onesimus as you would _______.

· It is very possible that Onesimus learned about ___________ from _____________.

· He may have done you wrong, but ____________ it to my ________________.

· This letter is ________________ with how Christ went on our behalf to the cross and our sin was _______________ to ________ account.
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