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Lecture 16: Thessalonians
Student notes

4.5.11
Facts on 1 Thessalonians 
Author

Pauline authorship well attested from internal evidence as well as supported from the church fathers. 
Readers

Written to believers at Thessalonica, an important _____________________ center, that Paul knew the gospel could spread __________ throughout. 
Date


Paul wrote this letter to the Thessalonians during his ____________________ missionary journey in AD 51.  
Historical setting


Paul left Thessalonica and left Timothy and Silas to minister. They later met up with Paul in _________________ and Paul wrote the letter while in Corinth.   
Purpose

To commend the Thessalonians for there ______________________ in the work of the LORD.  At times the letter also ___________________ the Thessalonians of error. 
Theme

The need for holy living in light of Christ’s _____________ ________________. 
Chapters 1-3 tell of Paul’s relationship with the Thessalonians.

Chapters 4-5 share theological truths about holy living. 

Paul’s relationship with the Thessalonians (1-3)

· The entire first chapter is dedicated to the encouragement of the Thessalonians for their amazing reception to the gospel. 
· What does verse 9 teach us about repentance?
· Notice in verse 10 Paul ends the chapter with a reference to Christ’s coming. 
· Every chapter in 1 Thessalonians ends with a reference to Christ’s coming (Parousia). 
· 1:10- “To _____________ for his Son”
· 2:19- “At his _________________”
· 3:13- “At the _________________ of our Lord Jesus”
· 4:17- “To ______________ the Lord in the air”
· 5:23- “At the _________________ of our Lord.”
· In chapter two Paul talks about his ministry to the Thessalonians. 
· In chapter three Paul mentions the report that Timothy gave him.
· This is the background of the letter. 
The theology of holy living (4-5)

· Paul says, “finally”.

· He isn’t ready to finish though; he is simply getting to the good stuff.

· The will of God is our ________________________ (4:3).

· Often people pray for God to reveal His will for their lives.

· We ______________ need to pray for this, it has ______________ been given to us. 

· God never calls us in the New Testament to “seek His will”, but to “seek the __________________ of God” and “_____ His will.”

· When we say, “seek God’s will” what do we really mean?

· Paul directs sanctification here to sexual morality.

· Greek men in this culture had a lot of freedom.

· ___________________ for pleasure

· __________________ from slavery

· _______________ for casual sex

· ___________ for marriage and children

· What Paul is saying is very new to these men.

· God makes this possible through His Holy Spirit.

· In 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 Paul starts to lay out some ___________________. 

· Paul’s basic concern here, which is our context for the passage, is that the Thessalonians are fearing that those who have already __________ will miss out on the ________________ coming of Christ. 

· Paul says, “NO!” “The dead in Christ will be raised first!”

· Paul bases his _________________ of the resurrection on the certainty of ______________ resurrection. 

· There will be a great reunion with the dead and alive in Christ.

· Verse 17= “caught up.”

· “__________________”= To seize or repeal or rapture

· This is where we get our terminology of the “rapture.”

· Does this section prove a pre-tribulation rapture?

· Paul opens chapter 5 with the idea of the “Day of the LORD”. 

· Paul tells them that they already know that the “Day of the LORD” will come like a ______________ in the ____________.

· What is the “Day of the LORD?”

· This term can be used in a ______________ sense or _______________________ sense.

· Historical- God’s judgment on Israel and others. 

· Eschatological- Judgment on the world, but deliverance for God’s people. 

· The “Day of the LORD” is all the time from the coming of the LORD to and through eternity. 

· 1 Thessalonians 5:9

· Is this verse talking about spiritual salvation or physical salvation?

· This will largely determine your view of the timing of the rapture.

· 1 Thessalonians 5:16

· “Rejoice always”

· Shortest verse in Bible. 

Facts on 2 Thessalonians 
Author

Pauline authorship well attested from internal evidence as well as supported from the church fathers. 
Readers

Written to believers at Thessalonica, an important commercial center, that Paul knew the gospel could spread well throughout. 
Date


Paul wrote this letter to the Thessalonians during his second missionary journey in AD 51.  This letter was written a ______ months ___________ 1 Thessalonians. 
Historical setting


Paul had received report that the Thessalonians were __________________ they were in the “Day of the LORD” and were ___________________ around idle. Paul writes this letter to __________ _____ some misunderstandings about the “Day of the LORD.”
Purpose

To _______________ their view of the “Day of the LORD.”
Theme

____________________ concerning the “Day of the LORD.”

· Jesus’ coming and judgment

· “Inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God.”

· “They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction.”

· Is this eternal hell or annihilation?

· Verses 3-10 can be used to support the Post-Tribulation view.

· Verse 7- release from affliction will come “When” the LORD comes and inflicts punishment. 

· Pre-Tribulation scholars come up with a different interpretation of the word “en”. They prefer the word “during”. 


· Paul’s teaching about the coming of the LORD (2:1-11)

· How does this section inform your view of the rapture?

· Two events must take place before the “Day of the LORD.”

· The ____________________ (rebellion in the ESV)

· The __________ of ____________________ comes

· What is the “Apostasia?”

· Apostasy is simply the English transliteration.

· Literally means “_________________.”

· In the context of Scripture this departure is a departure from the _____________ or _____________ doctrine.

· In this particular context some have taken this to mean the departure _____ the church (the rapture). 

· What do you think?

· Who is this man of lawlessness?

· This is the _____________ horn in the book of Daniel. (Dan. 7:8)

· This is often referred to the ______-___________.

· Note: The anti-Christ is only referred to in the plural in Scripture. 

· This is the final ______________ dictator. 

· Jesus calls this man the __________________ of _____________________ (Matt. 24:15).

· Stand firm (2:13-16)

· Verse 13- The ______________ of ________________ is a comforting doctrine.

· An attitude of _______________ is a ______________________ of the doctrine. 

· Because we have been chosen, we should stand firm. 

· This _______________ God. 

· A command to obey (3:6-15)

· What are the implications of verses 10-12 on our society today?

