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Lecture 18: Hebrews
Student notes

4.12.11
Facts on Hebrews
Author

Author is _______ identified. Some have proposed that __________ wrote this letter, however 2:3 offers a problem. Other suggestions include Barnabas, Apollos, Luke, Silas, Clement of Rome, Philip, Priscilla, and John Mark.
Readers

This letter is written to the ________________ Christians. It does not specifically say this, however internal evidence points to believers who are well acquainted with the Jewish __________ and writings. 
Date


Cannot be really confident on the date of this letter.  It was most likely written before the persecution under __________ and the destruction of the Temple. A highly probable date is the early to mid _____________. 
Historical setting


These Hebrew Christians were looking back toward their _____________ roots rather than looking and understanding the New Covenant under ___________ ____________.     
Purpose

To teach the ________________ of Christ and to warn against _________________ away from it.  
Theme

________________: His person and work.

Jesus is superior to prophets (1:1-3)

· In past times God spoke to His people through ______________.
· In this last time He has spoken through His _________. 
· The Son is described 
· 7 clauses
· 1) Heir of _________ things
· 2) Creator of the _____________
· 3) Radiance of His _____________
· 4) Revealer of God’s ____________
· 5) Sustainer of _______________
· 6) Redeemer of _______________
· 7) Intercessor for _________________
Jesus is superior to angels (1:4-2:18)

· Hebrew view of angels

· Author uses Old Testament passages to support that Jesus is superior to angels. 

· Jesus 
· Is given a ____________ name
· Is to be __________________

· Is ___________________

· Has done better _____________

· Has _________________ 

· What are these warning passages?

· Are they addressed to believers?

· Do they teach that salvation can be lost?

· To whom are they addressed?

· 3:1- “Holy brothers, those who share in the heavenly calling.”

· Then this must mean that believers can lose their salvation.

· John 10:28-30

· Romans 8

· Arminian scholars hold that these passages teach that a believer can in fact _____________ their salvation.

· Reformed scholars hold that these passages are to be understood as an encouragement and warning to believers to keep walking faithfully. 

· They weren’t in danger of losing salvation.

· They were in danger of drifting and losing blessing.

1st warning passage (2:1-4)
· A warning from _____________ away.

· “How shall we neglect such a great salvation?”

· Either _________________ or ____________________.

Jesus is Superior to Moses (3:1-4:13)

· The Hebrews obviously thought ________________ of Moses.

· Jesus was ________________ just as Moses was.

· Both were faithful, however Christ is faithful as the ____________________ of the house and Moses was ______________ of the house. 

2nd warning passage (3:7-19)
· Just as Israel failed to enter the Promised Land because of ________________, so will everyone miss out on __________________ because of unbelief. 

· The unbelief of Israel cost them unrest in not entering the Promised Land. 

· The writer addresses believers as “brothers”. 

· Don’t have an evil, unbelieving heart causing you to fall away from the living God. 

· Unbelief is a serious matter.

· How can a believer be in unbelief?

Jesus is Superior to Aaron (4:14-7:28)

· Aaron was the ____________ Priest. 

· This was the ________________ office. 

· Jesus is even more superior than this highest office.

· This is the highest office of Judaism.

· Jesus is higher than any office in any religious office.

· Jesus has been tempted in every respect just as we are, yet without sin.

· Therefore He can sympathize with our weakness. 

· Are we tempted like Jesus was?

3rd warning passage (5:11-6:20)

· The writer calls these Christians _____________ Christians. 

· He says they should be done with milk and eating solid foods. 

· Leave the elementary doctrine of Christology and press on towards maturity. 

· Elementary things

· ________________

· Forgiveness

· Sin

· Faith

· ____________________

· Washings

· Laying on of hands

· Today this could be baptism

· ____________________

· Resurrection of the dead

· Eternal judgment

· These are all important, but moving on is necessary.

· The real challenging part of this text is 6:4-8

· 4 views

· This is referring to saved people that are __________.

· This is referring to professed believers who are not ___________ saved.

· This is referring to a __________________ case.

· This is referring to saved people who backslide from __________ into _______________. 

· Who are the readers?

· Saved people (brothers)

· What does the writer say about them?

· Enlightened by the _____________

· Tasted of the _________________ gift (experienced it)

· Partakers of the ___________ _____________

· Tasted the ______________ of God

· Experienced the ___________________

· What does the text say is impossible?
· 4 For it is impossible, in the case of those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, and have shared in the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6 and then have fallen away, to restore them again to repentance, since they are crucifying once again the Son of God to their own harm and holding him up to contempt. 

· The word “since” in verse 6 is _________ there in the Greek.

· The word should be “______”. 

· “To renew again unto repentance by recrucifying Christ and bringing Him open shame is impossible.” 
· Look at the context
· “Don’t lay again the _________________ of ___________________.”
· The writer is saying, you don’t need to go back to _______________; you need to press on toward _________________. 
Jesus is after the order of Melchizedek

What do we know about Melchizedek?

· Priest of the Most High God

· Superior to Abraham

· The king of righteousness

· No ancestry in Scripture

· No record of his death

What does this have to do with Jesus?

· No ancestry just as Jesus existed ________________ everyone.

· No record of death, meaning his priesthood would _____________ forever, Jesus will reign ______________. 

What is the writer’s point?

· Just as Melchizedek is greater than Aaron, ______________ is greater than Aaron.

· Aaron died and therefore gave up his priesthood; Jesus will _____________ give up His priest hood.

The Superior work of Christ (8:1-10:18)
· The longest O.T. quote in the N.T. is here in Hebrews 8:8-12 (quoting from Jeremiah 31:31-34).
· The problem with the Old Covenant is that ______ _________ could live it out. 
· The greatness of the New Covenant is that it _________________.
· In the New Covenant
· God ______________ His Law on our hearts
· We have a renewed _____________________ with God
· We get ___________________ knowledge of God (For believers)
· Final _____________________ of sin

· The first covenant has become obsolete

· Why?

· When something _______________ comes, the __________ becomes obsolete.

Faith (10:19-13)
4th warning passage (10:26-31)
· Who is the warning given to?

· Believers

· In chapter 10 the writer is still addressing believers

· Verse 26- “We”

· Verse 29- “Sanctified”

· Verse 30- “His people”

· Can believers lose their salvation then?

· This passage is warning believers against deliberate sin. Deliberate sin evokes God’s judgment. 

· In other words, “You cannot make sacrifice for your sins anymore, but if you keep sinning deliberately (in the context= trying to sacrifice for sin by Mosaic Law), then God will judge you. 

· God does judge “HIS” people.

· God disciplines His children

· Since they are still called His children then they are most certainly not lost. 

· The following verses also add to our context and help us see that believers are still in mind. 

5th warning passage (12:25-29)
· Don’t take God’s truth lightly. 
· The writer compares us taking God’s Word lightly to when Israel rejected God after He had spoken on Mt. Sinai. 
CAN SALVATION BE LOST?

Carl Laney

Many Christians live in fear of losing their salvation.  They often associate "losing one's salvation" with suicide, ceasing to believe, or some "unpardonable sin." Can salvation be lost?  This question relates only to the genuine salvation of true believers.  We all know of people who claimed to be Christians and then later indicated by their words or actions that they were not truly saved.  Perhaps they were caught up with Christian friends in Christian activities but were never regenerated by the power of the Holy Spirit. But this inquiry relates only to true believers.  Can a true believer become lost?  Are believers in Christ eternally secure?

Evidences for Security
1.  The Holy Spirit places believers in the body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:13).  There is no evidence in Scripture that believers are ever removed from the universal body of Christ.

2.  The Holy Spirit seals believers until the day of redemption (Eph. 1:13, 4:30).  Losing one's salvation would involve breaking God's seal before the day of our final redemption.

3.  Believers are secure in the hand of Jesus and the hand of the Father.  Jesus teaches that "they shall never perish" and no one is able "to snatch them out" of His or the Father's hand (Jn. 10:28-29).

4.  God has begun a process that leads from predestination to glorification without any possibility for loss (Rom. 8:28-30).

5.  No one can charge God's elect with anything that could cause them to loose their salvation (Rom. 8:33).

6.  The Lord Jesus continually intercedes for believers (Heb. 7:25, 1 Jn. 2:1), and that is sufficient to keep us saved.

7.  Nothing can separate a believer from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus (Rom. 8:39).  

Problem Passages
There are passages in Scripture which have led some to believe that salvation can be lost (ie. Matt. 12:22-32, Jn. 15:1-6, Hebrews 6:4-6).  Each of these passages demands careful study.  Matthew 12 appears to refer to a sin which could take place only in the time of Jesus.  John 15 warns that the absence of fruit reflects an absence of genuine faith.  Hebrews 6 warns believers (cf. 3:1,12) against spiritual stagnation.
