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Lecture 19: James, Peter, John, and Jude
Student notes

4.19.11
Facts on James
Author

James ___________, servant of God or James, bond servant of God. This is traditionally viewed as James the half-brother of _____________. 
Readers

This letter is written to ________________ Jews who had been dispersed because of the persecution in Jerusalem.  
Date


There is no mention of the Judaizers in the epistle. This probably means that this took place before the Jerusalem council and was written sometime between AD 40-50, most likely AD ___. That makes this the earliest epistle in the New Testament. 
Historical setting


The context indicates that the believers were being _________________ for their belief in Jesus and were lacking in determination to ______________ for Christ. 
Purpose

To emphasize that a ________________ faith is a ________________ faith. 
Theme

__________ of a living faith. (James 1:3)

Faith tested by trial (1:1-18)

· When trials come, what is our response?
· Our response should be __________.
· If we are expecting trials and we know that we will be persecuted for our faith in Jesus, then when trials come we should be joyful. 
Faith tested by our response to the Word of God (1:19-27)

· Be ____________ of the Word, no simply ______________. 

· If one truly has faith then their response to the Word will be ______________. 

· The one who reads the Word and does not obey it, is like the one who looks at himself in the ____________ and then turns around and _______________ what he looks like. 

· This isn’t a surprise to us.

· When we see someone who calls himself or herself a Christian, but has absolutely no change of life, we question. 

Faith tested by temptation to partiality (2:1-13)

· How do Christians show partiality?

· We are not to show partiality by _____________, but we are still to judge with right judgment. 

· We _____________ confuse these two. 

Faith tested by good works (2:14-26)

· How do we explain the seeming discrepancy between the theology of Paul and James?

·  “Faith without works is _____________.”

· “You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the ______________ believe- and shudder!”

· Example of Abraham’s faith shown by his works. 

· Abraham was not saved by his ____________, but his faith was __________ through his works. 

· Genesis 15:6

· “Faith _____________ from works is dead”

· This teaching is not unique to James:

· John the Baptizer  Matt. 3:8

· Jesus  Matt. 25:34-40

· Paul  Eph. 2:8-20

· John  Jn. 15:1-6, 1 Jn. 3:9,17

· Ticket to heaven

Faith tested by showing self-control (3:1-12)

· Controlling the tongue

· Why is this such a big deal?

· Bits in the horses mouth

· Rudder on the ship

· A small fire causing a forest fire

Faith tested by wisdom (3:13-18)

Faith tested by reaction to worldliness (4:1-17)
Faith tested by reaction to injustice (5:1-11)

Faith tested by prayer (5:12-20)

· How are we supposed to understand verses 14-15?

· Is James here referring to ______________ sickness or spiritual _________________?

· Many people have turned down __________________ treatment because of these verses.

· Is anyone among you sick (“asenetho”)?

· “senetho”= ___________ or __________

· “asentho”= ______ strong or ______ well

· Used ____ times in the New Testament.

· 14 times as _________________ weakness

· Remember the context of James

· This passage has nothing to do with physical healing, but rather with the ministry of the elders in the church to help refresh those in the church who are growing cold, doubting, or struggling to stand firm. 

Facts on 1 Peter
Author

Peter, the Apostle of Jesus Christ wrote this epistle. There are remarkable ___________________ between the words of this epistle and the speeches of Peter in the book of Acts. 
Readers

The letter is written to those in modern day ______________ who had a Gentile background. 
Date


Peter probably wrote this epistle in AD ___ or ___.  
Historical setting


Nero was persecuting Christians in _________. Peter probably wrote this letter from Rome where the persecution was high. Peter is writing to a _______________ audience of Gentile Christians who are in modern day Turkey who are also being persecuted for their ____________.  
Purpose

To encourage Christians to _________ ______ their hope in Christ. 
Theme

Suffering as a Christian and how to do it ___________________. 

Salvation in Christ (1:1-2:10)

Submission to authorities (2:11-3:12)

Suffering for righteousness (3:13-4:19)

Supervision by elders (5:1-14)

Facts on 2 Peter
Author

The author claims to be _____________ _____________ and tells of the transfiguration of Jesus. 
Readers

The letter is written to those in modern day Turkey who had a Gentile background. 
Date


Peter writes this letter just before his ___________ in Rome in about AD ___.   
Historical setting


The problem that is addressed in this letter is the _____________ teaching in the church.   
Purpose

To teach the church how to ________________ and _________ with false teachers. 
Theme

Growing in the ____________________ of the LORD. (3:18)

Facts on 1 John
Author

Internal and external evidence point to John the ______________, the same one who wrote the _____________ of John.
Readers

The letter was written from ________________ to near by churches. 
Date


Most scholars date the writing of John in about AD ____.   
Historical setting


False teachers had arisen in the area and were teaching that they had reached a state of moral ______________. The main doctrinal error that John corrects is the ___________________ of Jesus.    
Purpose

John is writing to ______________ false teaching and he does so by way of teaching about the _____________ of _______. 
Theme

____________________ in the family of God.

Facts on 2 John
Author

Internal and external evidence point to John the Apostle, the same one who wrote the gospel of John.
Readers

John addresses this letter to the “elect lady and her church.” Scholars have _______________ for years over who this is. Some say this is simply talking about the ______________ as the bride of Christ. Some think that this is actually written to a ____________ whose house was being used for the _________________ of the church. 
Date


The false teaching mentioned in this letter seems closely related to John’s first epistle; therefore date of writing is probably around AD ___. 
Historical setting


John lived in Ephesus late in his life. This letter must have been written to a near by church who was struggling with false teaching in the church. 
Purpose

John is writing to inform the church of the false teachers and teaching them how to _________________ them.  
Theme

Walking in _____________. (verse 4)

Facts on 3 John
Author

Internal and external evidence point to John the Apostle, the same one who wrote the gospel of John.
Readers

John addresses this letter to “the beloved Gaius.” We do not know who this man is, but we do know that this man is identified as: a _______________ Christian, a ________________ man, and a well-loved ________________ of the Apostle John. 
Date


There is little to no evidence of when this letter was written, however it seems very likely that this letter would have been written during the same time as 2 John.  
Historical setting


John had learned of the faithful ministry of _____________ and the evil actions of _________________. John encourages the believers not to imitate Diotrephes. He expresses his desire to visit Gaius. 
Purpose

The letter was written by John to ________________ the faithful actions of Gaius. 
Theme

Walking in ____________. (verse 3)

Facts on Jude
Author

The Greek actually identifies himself as _______________ (obviously not Judas Iscariot). The most likely Judas is the ________ ______________ of Jesus, the brother of James. 
Readers

We do not know the specific location that this letter was addressed to. The readers were most likely _________ and ________________. 
Date


This book was probably written sometime between AD ____-____. 
Historical setting


This letter deals with an outbreak of false teaching. Peter says, “These false teachers _________ come”, and Jude says, “These false teachers ___________ come.” He tells the believers to contend for _________________ faith.  
Purpose

The letter was written to ___________________ contending for orthodoxy. 
Theme

Contending for the _____________. 

