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Lecture 20: Revelation part 1
Student notes

4.26.11
Facts on Revelation
Author

The author calls himself John. The only John that would have been known to the churches in Asia Minor would have been the ______________ John. There are also many similarities between the Revelation and John’s ______________. 
Readers

The readers are addressed as the _________________ churches of Asia. These were leading centers in the providence of Asia. 
Date


It is believed that the recording of the Revelation was composed during the reign of _________________.  History would point to the last two years of his reign in A.D. _____-_____.  This is the last book in the New Testament, both ​___________________ and ____________________. 
Historical setting


This prophecy, this revelation, was given to John while on the island of ________________. This is where John had been exiled because of Domitian’s ____________________ of Christians.  This was a common practice of Roman emperors, to send a man away to suffer on an abandoned island instead of killing them.  

Patmos is about 35 miles _____________ of Miletus in the Mediterranean. 
Purpose

The recording and sending out of this Revelation was for the purpose of _____________________ to believers who were experiencing persecution. 

This book brings Old Testament apocalyptic prophecy to its ________________. Ultimately this book records the ___________________ of Jesus Christ over all enemies and even Satan himself. 
Theme

The glory, judgment, and __________________ of Christ. 

Interpretive viewpoints

· Preterist

· “_________ __________”

· The symbolism of Revelation is __________ in the future, but rather is ___________. Revelation is history of what happened in the 1st century. 

· According to this view most of the judgments were fulfilled in A.D. _____ with the destruction of Jerusalem. 

· The main problem with this viewpoint is 4:1.

· “after this…”

· Idealist

· An enduring struggle between ________ and __________.

· Between Christianity and Paganism.

· Not literal, but _________________.

· The main problem with this viewpoint is that it leaves us with no concrete message or _______________ in the text.

· Historicist

· From 1st century to ___________ time.

· The main problem with this viewpoint is its __________________ in identifying the historical events in church history. 

· Futurist

· Chapters 1-3 are ____________________

· Chapters 4-22 are _____________________________

· This view will be taught in this class.

· This view fits best with _______________ and ________________________. 

The things seen (1)

· Apocalypse

· “Revelation” or “Unveiling” or “Disclosure” of Jesus Christ.

· This book is not about ___________________, but rather about ___________.

· John addresses the transmission of the Revelation to the _______________ churches in Asia. 

· In verse 11 he names the churches.

· Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea. 

· Verse 7 gives us the theme of revelation

· “Behold he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen.”

·  The coming of Christ in glory, judgment, and triumph. 

· John’s vision (verses 9-20)

· From Patmos

· “I am your partner in _____________________.”

· Affliction

· John was commanded to write in a book what he saw and send it to the seven churches.


· A __________________ road links these seven churches. 

· John sees seven lampstands and one like a son of man.

· This sounds like Daniel 7:13

· In Daniel this “one like a son of man” is identified as one with __________ and ________________. 

· This is Jesus.

· How should we interpret this apocalyptic vision in Revelation 1:12-16?

· The text tells us how to interpret the vision.

· Seven lampstands= the ______________ churches

· Seven stars= _____________ of the seven churches. 

· These angels could be some sort of guardian angel or the leader of the church.

The things that are (2-3)
· John presents a special message given to him by God to each of these seven churches. 
· These were ______________ churches in John’s day. 
· Do they represent different types of churches in church history?
· Do they represent different periods in church history?
· I think the ________________ of the message leads to a literal interpretation. 
· The church at Ephesus

· Commended for works and loyalty
· Problem: They have left their first love
· Most likely Christ and His teaching
· John tells them to repent
· Each one of the churches receives a promise for “the one who conquerors.”
· 1 John 5:4-5- John tells us who the conqueror is.
· The conqueror is the one who _______________ in Jesus, the Son of God. 
· Promise: They will eat of the __________ of __________.
· Eternal life
· The church in Smyrna

· Trade center
· Had a school of Medicine
· Commended for their spiritual wealth in spite of the fact that they were in physical poverty. 
· Promise: The one who conquerors will not be ____________ by the second death. 
· The second death (Rev. 20:11-15) is the _____________ of ______________.
· The church of Pergamum

· Known for its great library.
· Commended for holding fast to the faith.
· Problem: There isn’t one given.
· Promise: The one who conquerors will receive the hidden ___________ and a ______________ stone with a new name written on it.
· Hidden manna in the ark of the Covenant
· Reminder of God’s faithfulness
· A white stone was a sign of ________________ from a judge.
· A black stone meant condemnation.
· The church at Thyratira

· Known for its important manufacturing center.
· Commended for their works, love, faith, service, and patient endurance.
· Problem: They tolerate a prophetess who is like _____________.
· Promise: The one who conquerors will be given _____________________ over the nations. 

· The church at Sardis

· One of the oldest and most important cities of Asia Minor.

· Very wealthy city.

· Problem: Not practicing what they have been taught

· Promise: The one who conquerors will be ______________ in white garments and will ______________ be blotted out from the book of life. 

· The church of Philadelphia
· The city of brotherly love

· Commended for keeping God’s Word.

· Are promised to be delivered from the hour of testing.

· Pre-Tribulation rapture?

· Problem: No problem

· Promise: The one who conquerors will be made into a pillar in the ______________ of __________. 

· The church of Laodicea

· Prosperous banking and commercial center.

· This city had no local access to water.

· They pumped hot water from a hot spring in the distance. 

· When the water got to the city, it wasn’t hot, it wasn’t cold, it was lukewarm. 

· Commended for nothing.

· Problem: Neither cold nor hot. 

· Promise: The one who conquerors will _________ with Christ on His _________________. 

The things that will be (4-22)
· The throne in heaven (4-5)

· John is invited to heaven to see what is going on near Christ’s throne.

· John saw the _____________ seated on His throne.

· He saw 24 elders seated on 24 thrones.

· Different views on who they are.

· We don’t really know who they are, but what we do know is that their ________ is to ______________ the LORD.

· He saw 4 living creatures.

· We saw these 4 living creatures in Ezekiel 1 & 10

· In Ezekiel they are identified as ________________.

· Six wings (Isaiah 6:2)

· They are saying, “Holy, Holy, Holy is the LORD God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!”

· The 24 elders fall down and cast their _______________ before the throne.

· Maybe what we do with our rewards in heaven?

· John then sees that in the right hand of the one who is _______________ on the throne is a _____________ and this scroll is sealed with ______________ seals. 

· The question is asked, “Who is worthy to break the seals of this scroll?”

· John is __________________ that no one is _____________ to break the seals. 

· One of the 24 elders tells John to ___________ weeping because the ____________ of the tribe of Judah, the ____________ of David, has conquered and can open the scroll. 

· This is of course Jesus.

· Jesus takes the scroll and everyone starts to ______________ Him. 

· The seven seals (6:1-8:1)

· Overview of seals

· 1) Anti-Christ

· 2) War

· 3) Famine

· 4) Death

· 5) Persecution 

· 6) Earthquake

· 7) 7 Trumpets

· 1st seal

· White horse

· Anti-Christ

· Has a __________, but no arrow.

· 2nd seal

· Red horse

· Nations are being _____________.

· Peace is taken away and ____________ starts. 

· 3rd seal

· Black horse

· A famine comes, it will take all you earn in a ________ to feed yourself and your family. 

· 4th seal

· Pale horse

· Riders name is _____________.

· _____ of the earth’s population is destroyed.

· 5th seal

· John saw the martyrs who had been slain for their testimony of the LORD. 

· I think this indicates that people can be saved during the tribulation.

· 6th seal

· An _________________

· Sun becomes ___________

· Moon becomes like _____________

· Stars ______________ from the sky

· Sky ________________  

· Every mountain and island is _______________

· 144,000 Israelites sealed

· A seal is a ____________ of ____________________

· Who are these Israelites?

· Some say _____________________= God’s Israel

· Some say the these are a ________________ remnant

· The tribes are mentioned.

· What tribe is missing? Why?

· A great multitude of every nation sealed

· Verse 14 tells us that these people are _____________ Gentiles from the ____________________. 

· The 7th seal & the 7 trumpets (8:2-11:19)

· In Revelation 8:1 we see the transition to the next series of Judgments.

· Another angel appears before the altar with a golden ______________.

· This is something that you would burn incense in. 

· The angel took the _________ from the alter and ______________ it on earth. 

· This resulted in thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning and an earthquake. 

· 1st trumpet

· The first angel blew the first trumpet.

· Hail and fire, mixed with blood fell from the sky.

· 1/3 of the earth was burned up.

· 2nd trumpet

· Something like a great mountain burning with fire was thrown into the sea. 

· This could be a comet or meteor.  

· 1/3 of the sea became _____________

· 1/3 of ____________ creatures died

· 1/3 of the ______________ were destroyed

· 3rd trumpet

· The star “____________________” fell from the sky.

· 1/3 of the waters became “______________________”

· Wormwood is a kind of plant that is ______________ in taste.

· In other words, the waters were __________________. 

· Many people died.

· 4th trumpet

· 1/3 of the sun was struck

· 1/3 of the moon

· 1/3 of the stars

· 1/3 of their ____________ was ___________________.

· The trumpets get more intense now.

· The last 3 trumpets are called ___________.

· 5th trumpet

· A star falls from heaven and the bottomless pit is _______________. 

· Smoke came up from the pit.

· Out of the smoke came __________________ that were given the power of scorpions. 

· It seems as though these locusts are under the authority of __________________. 

· They are told to attack ________________ and not plants.

· These locusts could be demons.

· These locusts are given the power to torment, but not __________. 

· They are only given power over the ones who do __________ have the ___________ of ___________ on their ___________________. 

· 144,000 that are sealed.

· The rest of the Gentiles that are sealed????

· They will torment for _____ months

· Is God possibly carrying out this judgment to bring people to ___________________?

· 6th trumpet

· John hears a voice coming from the altar 

· 4 evil angels are released to kill _____ of mankind.

· After this judgment _________ of mankind has died. 

· The number of mounted troops was “twice, ten thousand times, ten thousand.”

· 10,000 X 10,000 X 2 = _______,000,000 mounted troops.

· We are told that the remaining population on earth did not repent, but remained rebellious. 

· We get a breather in 10:1-11:14

· Angel and the little scroll

· The two witnesses

· 7th trumpet

· This last trumpet brings us to the __________ of the ___________________.

· “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our LORD and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.”

· In 10:11 John is told to prophecy _______________…

· _______________________ Revelation 11:15 is the end of the tribulation.

· However, John does not tell us about Jesus’ __________________ and coming until Revelation ____ & ____. 

· Therefore chapters 12-18 are more about this tribulation period. 

· The coming bowl judgments recorded in chapters ____-____ happen right at the end of the tribulation.

· They probably only take a few ________________ to complete. 

· Jesus’ _______________ coming is immediately after these.
